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Find out more about Barbara Hepworth and her connection 
to Wakefield’s buildings by scanning the QR code or by 
visiting our Discover Wakefield webpage: 
wakefieldcivicsociety.org.uk/discover-wakefield

We thank the following for permission to use their illustrations:

•	 Cover Photo: Barbara Hepworth, dated June 1960, courtesy Bowness
•	 Image 7: Barbara Hepworth by Peter Kinnear in 1968, courtesy Bowness



DAME BARBARA HEPWORTH: 
A SHORT BIOGRAPHY
Jocelyn Barbara Hepworth was born at 
15 Duke of York Street, Wakefield on 10th 
January 1903, the eldest child of Gertrude 
and Herbert Raikes Hepworth. Herbert, 
who was the son of a textile merchant, 
was employed as a Civil Engineer at the 
West Riding County Council and would, in 
1921, become the County Surveyor.

Barbara attended Wakefield Girls’ 
High School from the age of 7 and the 
enlightened headmistress, Miss Gertrude 
McCroben, saw how Barbara was drawn 
to Art and Music, particularly ancient 
statues. Barbara won a Junior County 
Scholarship to Leeds School of Art where 
she commenced study in 1920 when she 
was 17. It was here that she met fellow 
student Henry Moore. In 1921, Barbara took 
up a place at the Royal College of Art in 
London and would go on to become an 
internationally recognised sculptor.

Initially, she based herself in London but 
moved to Cornwall with her then husband, 
artist Ben Nicholson, just before the 
outbreak of World War II. She rarely visited 
Wakefield but did come for an exhibition 
in 1951, held at the former Wakefield City 
Art Gallery in Wentworth Terrace. This was 
part of the Festival of Britain’s programme 
of exhibitions outside London. 

1. Former Gallery, Wentworth Terrace
Until the opening of The Hepworth Wakefield gallery 
in 2011, this was Wakefield’s main art gallery. It was 
home to two exhibitions by Barbara Hepworth, one 
in 1944, and a later one in 1951 as an offshoot of the 
main exhibition at the Festival of Britain.

2. Wakefield Girls’ High School, 
    Wentworth St
Barbara was a pupil here from the age of 
7 until she was awarded a Junior County 
Scholarship to Leeds School of Art. The 
headteacher, Miss Gertrude McCroben, 
actively encouraged Barbara in her love 
of Art, especially sculpture.

6. The Hepworth Wakefield
This waterfront gallery, designed by 
architect David Chipperfield, opened in 
2011 and includes galleries dedicated to 
the work of Barbara Hepworth

5. Barbara Hepworth’s birthplace, 
    15 Duke of York Street
This modest terrace house in Duke of York 
Street, off Jacob’s Well, was where it all 
started. Later, the growing family moved to 
Hawthorn Grove, off Batley Road.
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4. The Christian Science Reading Room, 
    12 Rishworth Street
Although Barbara was baptised at 
Wakefield Cathedral, her parents took an 
interest in Christian Science and Barbara 
herself kept a copy of Science and Health, 
a book written by Mary Baker Eddy, founder 
of the Church of Christ, Scientist in the US.
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KEYThe Hepworth Wakefield 
gallery is a short drive or 
walk through the city centre. 
Both routes shown here. 

BARBARA HEPWORTH 
BUILDINGS ROUTE

3. County Hall, Bond Street
Barbara’s father, Herbert Hepworth, eventually became 
County Surveyor here. He took Barbara out on site 
visits. She later recalled “moving through and over the 
West Riding landscape with my father in his car, the 
hills were sculptures; the roads defined the forms”. 
These memories greatly influenced her later work. 6
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Although primarily known as a sculptor, 
her series of drawings of surgeons at 
hospitals in Exeter and London in 1944 
stood as something apart from her usual 
work. Barbara was made CBE in 1958 and 
DBE in 1965. She died in an accidental fire 
at her studios in Cornwall, aged 72.
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